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Which are some of the main challenges we face as teachers today? In this session, 

we will be addressing some of the current challenges in Education. Reflection will 

draw from the Leadership literature and from the implementation of some of its 

ideas in the Primary EFL classroom. In our striving for equity, active participation, 

creativity and happiness can leadership skills help to bridge the gap between the 

learns and the learn-nots?

Academic Programme

PLENARIES

The Teaching Challenge: 
Reflections around Leadership

Mercedes Pérez Berbain, M.A.

Mercedes Pérez Berbain is a lecturer in Teaching 

and Learning and Teaching Practice at I.S.P. Joaquín 

V. González and I.E.S. en Lenguas Vivas Juan Ramón 

Fernández. She holds an MA in Education with 

Distinction from Oxford Brookes University, UK, a 

degree in Education and ICT from The Ministry of 

Education in Argentina and has trained teachers 

both in Argentina and in the UK. She has written 

teaching materials for Pearson and OUP.
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English Language teachers, all over the world, teach in all kinds of difficult 

circumstances. In fact, every teacher feels their personal circumstances are 

difficult. We shall analyse the nature of your difficult circumstances and explore 

what all of these different, difficult environments have in common but which 

is hardly ever tapped into: the imagination of both teachers and students. We 

will see how real or imagined experiences which already belong to the 

students in their mother tongue can be exploited in the ELT classroom to 

enliven routines and spice up teaching. The mind’s eye, ear and heart will be 

regarded as a powerful tool to explore our dormant imaginations, resourcing 

our difficult classrooms with rich sources of food for thought and language.

Resourcing your Difficult 
Classroom with Imagination

Susan Hillyard, B.Ed. (Hons.)

Susan Hillyard has a B.Ed. (Hons.) degree from 

Warwick University in UK. She has played many 

roles in her long career: Teacher, Head of Dept, 

Teacher Trainer, Conference Speaker, Workshop 

Facilitator, Materials Writer, Researcher, On-line 

tutor, TIE consultant for The Performers and Webinar 

Presenter. She is former Coordinator of English in 

Action, training twenty teachers to teach English 

through Drama in Special Education, through blended 

learning. Presently she is founder and Director of SHELTA, Susan Hillyard’s English 

Language Teachers’ Academy and freelance consultant for the British Council in 

China. Her interests lie in Inclusion, Drama for ELT, Spoken English, Global Issues, 

World Englishes, Teacher Development and Trainer Training.
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A class may be comparable to a symphony. Allegro, scherzo, adagio, and possible 

variations make a symphony develop and move forward. This structure can 

inspire us to recreate in our own lessons what music does, or better still, 

what composers achieve as they balance flow and contrast opposites. Let 

us explore what the potentialities of musical composition can contribute to 

teaching through an analogy with class development, in four movements, 

towards a successful composition. 

Class Development as Symphony

Mgter. Myrian Casamassima

Myrian Casamassima is a tenured professor 

in the field of Methodology at Teacher Training 

College, I.E.S. en Lenguas Vivas “Juan Ramón 

Fernández”. She graduated there and later specialized 

in Methodology. She holds a Master in Cognitive 

Psychology and Learning from Universidad 

Autónoma de Madrid (UAM) and Facultad 

Latinoamericana de Ciencias Sociales (FLACSO), a 

Licentiate Diploma in TESOL (Teaching English to 

Speakers of Other Languages) from Trinity College, and a Diploma in Gestión de 

las Instituciones Educativas from FLACSO. She coordinates the Teachers’ Centre 

at Asociación Ex alumnos del Profesorado en Lenguas Vivas “Juan Ramón Fernández” 

(AEXALEVI) and is co-founder and coordinator of the electronic publication 

AEXALEVI Forum. She has lectured extensively and written about English Language 

Teaching. She has recently published her book Planning as Narrative for 

teacher education. 
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Teaching is an intellectually, physically and emotionally demanding profession. 

Stress is something that most teachers (if not all) experience at some point 

of the school year. Although in small amounts, it can give us the energy 

needed to complete our projects, high levels of stress can be damaging for 

our health.  Mindfulness consists in being conscious of what happens while 

it is happening by focusing one’s awareness on the present moment. In this 

workshop, we will explore and reflect on the basic elements of stress and 

introduce Mindfulness as an empowering practice to deal with our hectic 

lifestyle and restore our inner peace. 

Stress Management for Teachers: 
Using Mindfulness to Surf the Wave

Prof. Florencia Insua

Florencia Insua is an English teacher graduated 

from I.E.S en Lenguas Vivas “Juan Ramón Fernández”. 

Since 2003, she has been a teacher at AEXALEVI, 

where she has taught children, teenagers and 

adults at various levels. She has also been an as-

sistant teacher at the Teachers’ Centre for many 

years. She has delivered workshops at several 

schools of English that are member institutions 

CONCURRENT SESSIONS

50-min presentations

at AEXALEVI, and she has published many articles in the electronic publication 

AEXALEVI Forum. In 2015, she was co-author of the article “On How Thinking 

Shapes Speaking”, which was published in the international magazine English 

Teaching Forum in the United States. She is now specializing in Mindfulness for 

stress reduction and its implementation in the classroom.
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Every time we learn that one of our students has dyslexia and that we need to 

adapt activities and materials for him/her, we feel overwhelmed and we are already 

exhausted. However, all of our students will profit from the adaptations we can 

make; and they can easily be implemented. This presentation aims at showing 

that teachers of English are already on the right track and that it needs just little 

effort to have dyslexia- friendly classrooms.

Dyslexia, I Don’t Fear You!

Prof. Agustina Torok

Agustina Torok graduated as Profesora de Inglés e 

Inglés Técnico from Universidad Tecnológica 

Nacional (U.T.N.). She holds a Diploma in Enseñanza 

de Español como Segunda Lengua also from UTN. 

She has been a teacher for remote learning at Plan 

Ceibal.Since 2010, she has been doing research 

about dyslexia and about how to teach English 

to students with dyslexia. She is specializing in 

Multimedios Aplicados a la Enseñanza and her research paper is about digital 

tools for differentiating instruction. She is a teacher at AEXALEVI. 
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We, as teachers, tend to be “grammar lovers”. Perhaps we are not particularly 

keen on grammar but can see its importance to make things clear when the 

time is right. However, that is not always the case with our students: some 

may not have studied or understood grammar in their entire lives, others 

may fail to see its use, and many may prefer to learn the language avoiding 

boring references to grammar terminology. In this presentation, we will try 

to identify the reasons underlying some of our students’ reluctance to deal 

with grammar, as well as develop strategies to try to overcome it. Grammar 

haters can convert to grammar lovers, or at least leave their fears and biases 

behind and realize that grammar can be of help in their efforts to improve 

language acquisition.

Grammar for Grammar Haters

Trad. Gustavo Sevilla

Gustavo Sevilla graduated as a Technical-Scientif-

ic and Literary Translator from INSP en Lenguas 

Vivas “Juan Ramón Fernández” in 1981 and as a 

Legal Translator from UBA in 1989. In the field 

of teaching, he has been an assistant professor 

of English Translation at Universidad de Buenos 

Aires, has delivered in-company English courses, 

and has taught Spanish to English speakers. An official 

contributor at Longman-Pearson’s Grammar Exchange Forum, at our Asociación he 

has worked in our Teachers’ Centre and is a member of the Aexalevi Forum team. 

Having been in charge of the preparation course for the translator and teacher 

training college entrance examinations, where he taught both English and Spanish, 

as well as of other advanced courses, he currently trains FCE candidates at Aexalevi 

and teaches Introducción a la Traducción del Discurso Jurídico-Administrativo at IES 

Lenguas Vivas.
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Every student should have the opportunity to learn computer science since 

it helps foster problem-solving skills, logic and creativity. Steve Jobs claimed 

that “Everybody in the country should learn how to program a computer... because 

it teaches you how to think”. There is no need to be an expert or to start big 

in order to program, the only need is to be willing to accept challenges! This 

presentation will offer you different ideas on how to develop computational 

thinking. By engaging students in experiential tasks which enhance higher order 

skills while developing their language and digital skills, students develop the 

necessary strategies to succeed in the 21st century. We will explore how 

language, technology and content can be integrated effectively in authentic 

tasks which require students to develop critical thinking. Students are engaged 

in realistic activities, such as the ones experts carry out, and the final goal is a 

meaningful one: to design their own videogames.

Creative Coding in ELT: Can our Students 
Design Videogames?

Prof. Daiana Martínez

Daiana Martínez ia a graduate teacher of English 

from Instituto Pbro Dr Antonio María Saenz and 

Licenciada en Lengua Inglesa (BA degree from UTN). 

She is currently doing the NILE MA in Professional 

Development for Language Education, University of 

Chichester, UK. She works as a primary school teacher 

at Newlands School, secondary school teacher at 

Eccleston Lanús and Language and Culture Tutor at 

Instituto Saenz. She has developed several technological projects. “Helping Hands” 

was selected as one of the most innovative projects in 2013 by Macmillan and British 

Council (published in the magazine ICT in Action). “Green Helping hands” reached 

the final stage at “Concurso Conectar Igualdad” in the year 2011. She was awarded 

“Docente Innovador de mi ciudad” after the project “On videogames and biomes” in 

2016, and obtained Latin American IATFL Scholarship (Birmingham 2016).
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Classrooms are everything but homogeneous in all respects: learning styles, 

paces, rhythms, to name but a few. Thusly, teachers are in dire need of a way 

to cater not only for those students who can cope and even thrive on more 

traditional lessons, but also to cater for those who are in a constant struggle 

so as to keep up. The Flipped Classroom provides all students with more time, 

more resources, and more tools to make their learning a reachable and feasible 

objective. In this workshop, attendants will be provided with a description of 

what a flipped classroom looks like, practical tools so as to implement it, and 

they will have the opportunity to start laying the first stones for their very 

own flipped classroom. 

Laying our First Stones: How to Implement 
the Flipped Classroom in English Lessons

Prof. Lucía Almagro

Lucía Almagro is an English teacher graduated 

from the IES en Lenguas Vivas “Juan Ramón 

Fernández”, where she performed the role of 

teaching assistant in English Grammar for two 

years and is now specializing in that field. She 

is also pursuing her Master’s degree in Applied 

Linguistics at Universidad Nacional de La Plata 

(UNLP). She has worked with Flipped Classrooms 

for several years at primary school.

30-min presentations
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¿Cuántas veces los docentes nos quedamos “mudos”? ¿Cómo está tu voz si das 

clases un día entero? ¿Cómo cuidas tu voz? La voz es una sola y para el docen-

te uno de sus instrumentos más preciados, es por ello que hay que aprender a 

cuidarla y usarla sanamente. De forma práctica, divertida y con herramientas 

que servirán para poner en práctica en el aula se desarrollará este taller cuyo 

fin principal es crear conciencia sobre la importancia del uso de la voz y de la 

enseñanza del mismo en el período de formación docente.

La voz docente

Lic. Constanza Antunica

Constanza Antunica es cantante y directora de 

coros graduada con honores de la Universidad 

Nacional de Arte. Trabaja como directora 

y preparadora vocal en coros de niños, jóvenes 

y adultos. Su especial interés en el desarrollo de 

la técnica vocal la ha llevado a poner atención en 

la voz de los docentes y la necesidad de incluir 

este tema en el período de formación para crear 

conciencia del cuidado que la voz necesita.
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